


 

 GLASS ONLY CART 
 

 GLASS--Clean Bottles and 
Jars only—all colors together 
loose in the cart 

 

COMMINGLE CONTAINER 
 

 PLASTIC-Jugs, Tubs & Bottles 
ONLY remove & throw away caps/lids  

 PAPER-Mail, Newspaper, cereal & 
dry food boxes, colored paper, maga-
zines, phone books, paper bags, 
wrapping paper Shredded Paper 
must be contained in a paper bag 
with the top rolled down 

 METAL-Food and Beverage Cans 
and CLEAN Aluminum Foil.  Lids 
should be secured inside the can by 
leaving attached and pushing inside 
or by placing the lids inside the cans 
and smashing down only the open 
end.  Lids may be also be thrown 
away.  Foil should be shaped into a 
ball no smaller than a fist. 

 CARDBOARD-Flat and unwaxed 

 ASEPTIC (TetraPak) cartons 
Gable Top Milk and Juice Cartons 

Examples of items that can 
NOT be recycled: 

 NO plastic containers smaller than 
6 oz.  

 NO plastic bags or plastic wrap of 
any kind 

 NO prescription pill bottles 

 NO paper towels, cups, plates, nap-
kins, tissues, foil wrapping paper, 
or paper laminated with other ma-
terials. 

 NO broken glass, ceramics, vases, 
mirrors, window glass, light bulbs, 
drinking glasses, dishes, Pyrex, or 
cookware 

 NO Styrofoam of any type 

 NO containers that held toxic mate-
rials (anything with a warning or 
caution label) 

Recycling Instructions:  Please clean all recycling 

Flatten all  
CARDBOARD  
and PAPER  

  
All other material should 
retain its shape for proper 
sorting. 

w w w . s a n i p a c . c o m 

Building a Mountain
-Dan Hurley, Lane County Public Works                

Waste Management Division
When you put out your trash, do you ever think 
about where it goes? Here in Lane County, most 
of our municipal trash is transported to the 
Short Mountain Landfi ll, located 8 miles south 
of Eugene along I-5.  Our local “mountain” of 
trash is currently 160 feet tall and spans over 
90 acres.  It grows by more than 900 cubic 
yards per day.  This is roughly the equivalent 
of a new single-family home, full to the brim of 
compacted garbage, added each and every day.   
Last summer, our local landfi ll constructed a new 
area for receiving waste for the next 10 years 
and closed a 22-acre section that was fi lled to 
completion.  The cost of these projects was over 
$7.4 million dollars.  Considering that roughly 
75% of the material received at our landfi ll 
could easily be recycled or composted, this is a 
staggering amount of wasted money, resources, 

and energy. An awful lot is wasted in the U.S. 
- 170 million tons each year of paper, plastics, 
metals, textiles, glass and other materials.  
These materials are grown or mined from the 
earth, processed in factories, shipped around 
the world, used, and fi nally transported to our 
landfi ll to be buried. Needless to say, the energy 
used at each step along this path impacts us all. 
Before you purchase an item that will eventually 
be disposed, please rethink…  Is there a less 
wasteful way?     Before you throw out an item, 
please rethink… Could this item be recycled, 
donated, composted, or otherwise be kept out of 
the landfi ll?

                                        
Reduce.  Reuse.  Recycle.  Rethink.                                         


